NE’ILAH
(CLOSING SERVICE)

The reader announces the names of those designated to
open the doors of the Ark, and to stand at the right and at
the left of the Reader during the Closing Service

This service should be commenced when the sun is low
on the horizon, and should be concluded shortly after
sunset before the stars become visible

Hymn by Moses ibn Ezra, introducing the Ne’ilah

God of awe, God of might,
God of awe, God of might,
Grant us pardon in this hour,
'As Thy gates are closed this night.

We who few have been from yore
Raise our eyes to heaven’s height,
Trembling, fearful in our prayer,

As Thy gates are closed this night.

Pouring out our soul we pray
That the sentence Thou wilt write
Shall be one of pardoned sin,

As Thy gates are closed this night.

God our refuge strong and sure,
Rescue us from dreadful plight;
Seal our destiny for joy,
As Thy gates are closed this night.

Grant us favor, show us grace;
But of all who wrest the right
And oppress, be Thou the Judge,
As Thy gates are closed this night.

Generations of our sires
Strong in faith walked in Thy light.
As of old renew our days,

As Thy gates are closed this night.
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295 CLOSING SERVICE

Gather Judah’s scattered flock
Unto Zion’s rebuilt site.
Bless this year with grace divine,
As Thy gates are closed this night.

May we all, both old and young,
Look for gladness and delight
In the many years to come,
As Thy gates are closed this night.

Michael, Prince of Israel,
Gabriel, Thy angels bright,
With Elijah, come, redeem,

As Thy gates are closed this night.

God of awe, God of might,
God of awe, God of might,
Grant us pardon in this hour,

As Thy gates are closed this night.

“Thy love, O Lord, be upon us,
Even as we hope in Thee.”
“Happy are they who dwell in Thy House,
For ever shall they praise Thee. Selah.
Happy the people whose lot is thus,
Happy the people whose God is the Lord.”

Psalm 145
A PsaLM ofF Praisg; O Davip.

I extol Thee, O King, my God,
And evermore would bless Thee.
Every day I bless Thee,
And would praise Thee for ever and ever.
Lord, Thou art great and highly extolled,
But inscrutable is Thy greatness.
One generation to another shall praise Thy works,
And recount Thy mighty acts.
O let me speak of the brilliant glory of Thy majesty,
And of Thy wondrous works.
Men shall speak of the might of Thine awesome acts,
And I will declare Thy greatness.
They shall recount Thy goodness abundant,
And joyously sing of Thy righteousness.
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The Lord is gracious and compassionate, 3-‘°n-‘7-¥3’1 DN T7ON ™ [T Tﬂn
Long forbearing and great of mercy. L W e g [N — T =T
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And His tenderness is over all His works. ' « ¥

All Thy works shall praise Thee, Lord, :71;'!;'1? ﬂ":l_‘Om ?PP;_??_J"):_‘ :’ m-'ﬁ"
And Thy devoted servants shall bless Thee. _ ,
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To make known to men Thy mighty acts,

And Thy rule of glorious splendor. anﬁb.—&: n’DsD ﬂﬂ’l:‘?D

Thv rule is an everlasting rule,

Thy dominion is through all generations. | > b "T""q-‘jzz 'ﬂn’ wjmlmb
Lord, Thou upholdest all the falling, | T A e il e fg
And raisest up all who are bowed. | :DHQY‘B;U-‘,E? qP'm D‘IDDJITJ""D:j :" -[D"D

The eves of all wait upon Thee, | M3 TOR D5 oy
And Thou givest them their food 1n its season. | = ] 'x = =
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And satisfiest all living with Thy favor.
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The I.ord is righteous in all His ways,
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To all who call upon Him in truth.
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He hears their cry and saves them.
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297 CLOSING SERVICE—AMIDAH

“And we, we will bless the Lord,
Henceforth and forever. Hallelujah (Praise ye the Lord).”

“May my prayer be set forth before Thee as incense,

The lifting up of my hands as the offering at eventide.”

The Reader recites Kaddish L.e’ela, page 39
The two congregants chosen to stand on the right and
on the left of the Reader come to the Tebah (Reading
Desk)

AMIDAH

Prayed in silent devotion while standing facing the Ark

“O Lord, open my lips, that my mouth may declare Thy
praise.”

1Blessed art Thou, Lord our God, God of our fathers, God
of Abraham, God of Isaac, God of Jacob, God great, powerful
and awe-inspiring, God sublime, yet lavishing tender love,
Master of all, Thou yet art mindful of the pious love of our
fathers, and for Thine own sake Thou wilt lovingly bring a
Redeemer to their children’s children.

Remember us for life, divine King who delightest in life.
Seal us in the book of life to fulfil Thy purpose, God of life,
Thou living God.

O King who dost succor, save and shield, blessed art Thou
Lord, shield of Abraham.

W s e s o, o S o S 4

1 It is customary to bow here.
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298 CLOSING SERVICE—AMIDAH

Lord who art mighty unto eternity, Thou givest life to
the dead. Thou art mighty in saving the living, in love
sustaining them by distilling the dew. Thou upholdest the
falling, Thou healest the sick, Thou loosenest the bound.
In Thy great love Thou givest life to the dead, keeping faith
with them who sleep in the dust. Who is like unto Thee,
Lord of power, who resembles Thee, King who sends death
and in the flowering of Thy saving power gives life?

Who is like unto Thee, merciful Father, in Thy compassion
remembering Thy creatures for life?

Faithful art Thou to give life to the dead. Lord, blessed
art Thou, who givest life to the dead.

Thou art holy, Thy name is holy, and the holy ones each
day shall praise Thee evermore.

For all generations proclaim ye God’s sovereignty, for He
alone is supreme and holy.

Thus be Thy name sanctified, Lord our God, upon Thy
people Israel.

In keeping therewith, Lord our God, inspire awe of Thee
in all Thy works, veneration for Thee in all Thou hast created,
so that all Thy works may revere Thee and all created bow
down before Thee. May they all become one fellowship
to do Thy will with perfect heart. For, Lord our God, we
know that dominion is Thine, might is in Thy hand, power
in Thy right hand, and that Thy name shall be revered by all
Thou hast created.

Yea, in keeping therewith grant honor to Thy people,
praise to those who revere Thee, a bright hope to those who
seek Thee, a confident approach to those who yearn for Thee,
joy to Thy land, rejoicing to Thy city, flowering of strength
to Thy servant David, and rekindling of the lamp of Thy
Messiah, son of Jesse. O may this all be speedily in our days.
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299 CLOSING SERVICE—AMIDAH

Yea, in keeping therewith may the virtuous behold and
rejoice, the upright exult and the pious sing in happy rejoicing,
Then shall iniquity close its mouth and all wickedness vanish
as smoke when Thou shalt remove the rule of tyranny from
the earth.

Yea, may it be Thou, Lord our God, who wilt speedily
rule over all Thy works, in Mount Zion abode of Thy glory,
in Jerusalem city of Thy sanctuary, fulfilling the word of the

Psalms, “The Lord shall reign forever, thy God, O Zion,
through all generations. Hallelujah.”

Holy art Thou, awesome Thy name, and besides Thee
there is no God. Yea, the prophet Isaiah declares, “The
Lord of hosts is exalted in justice, the holy God hallowed
in rightcousness.” Blessed art Thou, Lord the holy King,

Thou hast chosen us from all peoples, loved us and favored
us. Thou hast singled us out from all other nations by sanc-
tifying us with Thy commandments and drawing us near,
O our King, for Thy service, and Thou hast called upon us
Thy great and holy name.

Lord our God, in love Thou hast given us (this Sabbath
Day of rest and) this Day of Atonement, a day of pardoning
sin, a day of atoning, forgiveness and absolving of all our sins.
It is a day given in love for holy convocation, recalling our
going forth from Egypt.

Our God, God of our fathers, on (¢his Sabbath day of rest),
this Atonement Day, this day of pardoning sin, this day of
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300 CLOSING SERVICE—AMIDAH

holy convocation, pardon our sins and blot out and remove
our transgressions from before Thine eyes, as Isaiah said of
Thee, “I, even I am He who blots out thy transgressions
for Mine own sake, and thy sins I will not remember. I
have blotted out thy transgressions as a cloud, thy sins as
mist. Return unto Me for I have redeemed thee.” And it
is said in Thy Law, “For on this day shall atonement be made
for you to cleanse you; from all your sins before the Lord you
shall be clean.”

Our God, God of our fathers, on this (Sabbath day of rest
and) Day of Atonement, this day of pardoning sin, this day
of holy convocation, may there come before Thee the remem-
brance of us and of our fathers, of Jerusalem Thy city, of the
Messiah son of David Thy servant, and of all Thy people of
the house of Israel. May this remembrance be presented to
Thee and favorably heard and accepted by Thee for our
deliverance and happiness, for tender grace and mercy. This
day show us Thy mercy and grant us redemption, Lord our
God, remember us this day for good. Bethink Thyself of
us this day for blessing and preserve us for a life of happiness.
With Thy promise of redemption and mercy show us grace
and compassion and have tender pity on us and save us.
Our eyes are lifted towards Thee, because a merciful, gracious
God and divine King art Thou.

Our God, God of our fathers, reign over all the world in
Thy glory, and be supreme over all the earth in Thy splendor.
Shinc forth in Thy brilliant, glorious power over all the in-
habitants of this Thy world, so that all that is made shall know
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301 CL.LOSING SERVICE—AMIDAH

Thou hast made it, all that is formed understand Thou hast
formed 1it, and all with life’s breath shall declare, ‘“the Lord
God of Israel reigns and His rule has sway over all.”

Sanctify us through Thy commandments and ordain ou#
portion in Thy Torah. Content us with Thy goodness. Rejoice
our soul with Thy redemption. Make our heart pure to serve
Thee in truth, for Thou, Lord God, art truth and Thy word,
divine King, is eternally true and enduring. Blessed art
Thou, Lord, King who pardons and forgives our sins and the
sins of His people Israel, each year making our guilt pass away,
King over all the earth, who hallows ('the Sabbath), Israel,
and the Day of Atonement.

Lord our God, look with favor on Thy people Israel and on
their prayer. Speedily restore worship to Thy Temple in
Zion, and with loving favor accept Israel’s offerings and prayer.
May the worship of Thy people Israel evermore find favor
with Thee.

In Thine exceeding love, again grant us grace and delight
in us, so that our eyes may witness Thy loving return to Zion.
Blessed art Thou, Lord who wilt cause Thy Shechinah to
return to Zion.

'We thank Thee who art the Lord our God to all eternity
and God of our fathers. Thou art our Rock, the Rock of our
life and Shield of our deliverance. From generation to gener-
tion may we thankfully acknowledge Thee and recount Thy

praise for our lives entrusted to Thy hand, for our souls in

1 Tt is customary to bow here.
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302 CLOSING SERVICE—AMIDAH

Thy care, for Thy wonders ever with us, and for Thy marvelous
goodness towards us at all times, morning, noon and night.

Thou art good, Thy love never fails; Thou art loving, Thy
favors never cease.

on Thee.

From everlasting have we set our hope

For all this, divine Ruler, be Thou ever blessed and sublimely

exalted evermore, and may all living give thanks to Thee for
ever.

And seal all the children of Thy covenant for a life of blessing.

May they ever in truth praise and bless Thy great name,
for Thou art good. God our salvation and our help for ever,
God of goodness, blessed art Thou, for goodness is Thy
being, and thankful praise beseems Thee.

Our Father, establish peace with weal and blessing, life
with grace and kindness, and righteousness with mercy among
us and all Israel Thy people. Bless us all alike with the light
of Thy presence. For in that light, Lord our God, Thou
didst give us the Torah with life, love and tenderness, righteous-
ness with mercy, blessing and peace. May it be good in Thine

‘eyes to bless Thy people Israel with enduring strength
and peace.

And may we and all Israel Thy people be remembered and
sealed before Thee in the book of life and blessing, peace and

prosperity, salvation, comfort and happy destiny, for a good
and peaceful life.

Blessed art Thou, Lord who blessest Thy people Israel
with peace. Amen.

1t is customary to bow here.
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303 CLOSING SERVICE—AMIDAH

Our God, God of our fathers, may our prayer come before
Thee. Hide not Thyself from our entreaty. For we are
neither so shameless of face nor so hardened as to say before
Thee, Lord our God, God of our fathers, that we are all
righteous and none of us has sinned. Verily, we have sinned,
we and our fathers.

Of us all judged together as one we avow that we have been
guilty and have dealt falsely and dishonestly. We have spoken
evil and perverted the right. We have been vicious, arro-
gant and violent. We have forged falsehood and lent evil
counsel. We have been false, scoffing, rebellious. We have
been impious and impatient of discipline. We have done
wrong and broken faith, and have been harsh and hard. We
have transgressed and yielded to corruption and that which
is vile. We have erred from Thy paths and in mocking led
others astray, turning aside from Thy loving commandments
and teachings, and it has profited us naught.

“But in all that comes upon us Thou art just. Thou hast
dealt with us in truth; it is we who have done evil.”

Before Thee all exalted what can we say?

Before Thee throned supernal what can we tell?
For Thou knowest what is hidden,

And that which is revealed.

What are we? What is our life? What our goodness?
What our strength? What our power? What can we say in
Thy presence, O Lord our God, God of our fathers? Are not
the mightiest as naught before Thee, men of renown as if they
were not, the wise as if without knowledge, the intelligent as
if lacking in understanding? For our doings are oft confusion,
and the days of our life as vanity before Thee. Even man’s
excelling the beast is naught, for all is vanity.
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304 CLOSING SERVICE

From the beginning Thou hast distinguished man and given
him recognition that he might stand before Thee. But who
can say unto Thee, “ What doest Thou ?”> Even though
virtue be his, what can man confer on Thee? Thou, Lord our
God, in love hast given us (this Sabbath day of rest and) this
Day of Atonement, a day of holy convocation, a day of par-
doning sin, a day of atoning, forgiveness and absolving of
all our sins, that we may desist from our hurtful ways and turn
back to do the precepts of Thy will with perfect heart. O
Thou in Thine exceeding love, have mercy on us; for Thou
dost not desire the destruction of the world. Thy prophet
Isaiah exhorts us, “Seek ye the Lord when He may be found,
call upon Him when He is nigh. Let the wicked forsake his
way, and the man of iniquity his purposes; let him return unto

the Lord that He may have mercy on him, to our God, for He
is abundant in pardon.”

Yea, Thou God of pardon art gracious and compassionate,
long suffering, abundant in mercy and great in kindness,
and Thou desirest the return of the wicked. Thou hast no
pleasure in their death, even as Thou hast said to Thy prophet
Ezekiel, ““Say unto them, as I live, saith the Lord God, 1
have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked
should turn from his way and live. Turn ye, turn ye, from
your evil ways. Why would you die, O house of Israel?’”’
Yea, again Thou hast said by Thy prophet Ezekiel, “Have
I any pleasure in the death of the wicked, saith the Lord God?
Is it not rather that he should turn from his ways and live?”
And again Thy prophet declares, “For I have no pleasure
that he should die, saith the Lord God; therefore turn back
and live.” Yea, Thou dost pardon Israel and exonerate the

tribes of Jeshurun, and besides Thee we have none to forgive
and pardon us.
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305 CLOSING SERVICE

My God, ere I was formed I was as naught, and now that
I have been given form it is as if I were not. In my life I am
mortal dust; how much the more in my death! Lo, before
Thee, Lord my God, God of my fathers, I am but an igno-
minious instrument.

Yet may it be Thy will, Lord my God, God of my fathers,
that I sin no more. Wherein I have sinned before Thee,
cleanse Thou me in Thine overflowing mercy, but not by
chastisement.

“May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my
heart find favor before Thee, Lord, my Rock and my
Redeemer.”

Creator of the harmony of the spheres, mayest Thou in
Thy tender love create peace for us and for all Israel, Amen.

(End of the Amidah)

REPETITION OF THE AMIDAH

The repetition of the Amidah by the Reader is preceded
by these introductory hymns chanted responsively

We are come to entreat Thee, for lovingkindness and truth
are before Thee. We beseech Thee, let us not be shamed,
let us not go empty from before Thee. Forgive us and send
us deliverance and mercy out of Thy dwelling divine.

We are come to seek atonement with Thee. Awesome God
of inspiration, yet haven in times of distress, grant us life,
and answer with favor our call on Thy name. Forgive us
and send us pardon and mercy out of Thy dwelling divine.
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306 CLOSING SERVICE

The Reader chants

I wait on the Lord; His presence I entreat. I crave of Him
pure utterance for my tongue His might to sing and His
wonders to chant in flowing strains in the midst of this con-
gregation. ‘“Though man’s heart may yearn, it is the Lord
gives it voice.”

“O Lord, open my lips, that my mouth may declare Thy
praise.”’

1Blessed art Thou, Lord our God, God of our fathers, God
of Abraham, God of Isaac, God of Jacob, God great, powerful
and awe-inspiring, God sublime, yet lavishing tender love.
Master of all, Thou art yet mindful of the pious love of our
fathers, and for Thine own sake Thou wilt lovingly bring a
Redeemer to their children’s children.

Remember us for life, divine King who delightest in life.
Seal us in the book of life to fulfil Thy purpose, God of life.

O King who dost succor, save and shield, !blessed art
Thou, Lord, shield of Abraham.

Lord who art mighty unto eternity, Thou givest life to
the dead. Thou art mighty in saving the living, in love sus-
taining them by distilling the dew. 'Thou upholdest the
falling, Thou healest the sick, Thou loosenest the bound.
In Thy great love Thou givest life to the dead, keeping faith
with them who sleep in the dust. Who is like unto Thee,

Lord of power, who resembles Thee, King who sends death
and in the flowering of Thy saving power gives life?

1 It is customary to bow here.
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307 CLOSING SERVICE

Who is like unto Thee, merciful Father, in Thy compassion
remembering Thy creatures for life? |

Faithful art Thou to give life to the dead. Lord, blessed
art Thou who givest life to the dead.

Hymn introducing the Kedushah, by Abraham ibn Ezra

“Seraphim are standing by Him on high; each had six
wings, with two wings each covered his face, with two
wings each covered his feet, and with two each did fly. And
one called to another and said, ‘‘Holy, holy, holy is the
Lord of hosts, the fulness of the whole earth i#2 His glory,”
Isaiah 6, 2 and 3.

Chanted twice responsively

Let us now declare the holiness of the King divine.

Angels bright and angels strong
Ask of one another -
Where is God’s abode of might?

They would sing His praises.

Angels of the firmament
High extol His greatness;
Upward sweeping they besing
His majestic praises.
“Seraphim are standing by Him on high . ..’

I.auding hosts in heaven’s height
Sanctify in chorus
As with reverence and awe

They intone His praises.
“Each had six wings . ..”

In the skies angelic throngs
Chant in joyous singing;
High above the welkin sound
His melodious praises.
“With two wings each covered his face ...’
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308 CLOSING SERVICE

Flaming angels in the heights
Sing harmonious laudings,
Eager rushing to proclaim
All-embracing praises.

“With two wings each covered his feet . ..”

Angel chiefs in-heaven’s vault
Muster in His shelter.
He, unique, makes glorious
Those who chant His praises.

“With two wings each did fly . . .”

Clusters of His ministrants,
Joyously accepting
Their high charge, each day anew
Celebrate His praises.

>

“And one called to another and said . . .

Angels in exalted spheres
Sing in awed assembly
Dulcet strains of psalmody

With transcendent praises.
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts . . . "

They implore Thy grace, O Lord,
On Israel Thy servant.
Accert our conduct’s pledge we pray,
As we voice Thy praises.

“The fulness of the whole earth is His glory.”
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309 CL.OSING SERVICE

Chanted twice responsively

To Thee may our sanctifying now rise, for Thou art our
‘God.

True that Thou didst call Thy world into being by Thy
books of judgment; in them Thou didst write us, and in

them Thou wilt seal our decree.

Show grace to the remnant of Thy people who this day have
steadfastly thronged Thy shrines, extolling Thee with five

services "of prayer.

In hope of Thy saving grace and of Thy destined day of
comfort, they long for Thy tender mercy, O Lord, for with

Thee is forgiveness.

May their prayer rise to Thy heavenly heights, O Holy
One, now when with Thy angelic ministrants they hallow Thy

name.
KEDUSHAH

Lord our God, the thronging heavenly choir on high in
unison with Thy people Israel on earth assembled thrice
acclaim Thy crown of holiness, as in Thy prophet’s vision

one calls unto the other:

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts,
The fulness of all the earth is His glory.”
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310 CLOSING SERVICE

Yea, filled is the earth with His glory. His servitors ask,
“Where is the abode of His glory there to exalt Him?”’, with
praises responding His angels proclaim:

“Bless and glorify the Lord from His abode.”

From His abode He will turn with love to His people who
at evening and morning each day and forever proclaim the
unity of His name, with love repeating:

“Hear, O Israel, the Lord is our God,
the Lord is One.”

The Lord is our God. He is our Father. He is our Sovereign
and Savior. He will again save and redeem us, with tender
love proclaiming in the sight of all living, “Behold, I shall
redeem you in the end as at the beginning to be your God,

I am the Lord your God.”

In holy scripture it is written:

“The Lord shall reign for ever,
Thy God, O Zion, through all generations.
Hallelujah (Praise ye the Lord).”

Thou art holy, Thy name is holy, and the holy ones each
day shall praise Thee evermore.

For all generations proclaim ye God’s sovereignty, for
He alone is supreme and holy.

Thus be Thy name sanctified, Lord our God, upon Thy
people Israel.

In keeping therewith, Lord our God, inspire awe of Thee
in all Thy works, veneration for Thee in all Thou hast created,
so that all Thy works may revere Thee and all created bow down
before Thee. May they all become one fellowship to do Thy
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311 CLOSING SERVICE

will with perfect heart. For, Lord our God, we know that
dominion is Thine, might is in Thy hand, power in Thy right
hand, and that Thy name shall be revered by all Thou hast

created.

Yea, in keeping therewith grant honor to Thy pcople,
praise to those who revere Thee, a bright hope to those who
seek Thee, a confident approach to those who yearn for Thee,
joy to Thy land, rejoicing to Thy city, flowering of strength
to Thy servant David, and rekindling of the lamp of Thy
Messiah, son of Jesse. O may this all be speedily in our days.

Yea, in keeping therewith may the virtuous behold and re-
joice, the upright exult and the pious sing in happy rejoicing,
Then shall iniquity close its mouth and all wickedness vanish
as smoke when Thou shalt remove the rule of tyranny from the
earth.

Yea, may it be Thou, Lord our God, who wilt speedily
rule over all Thy works, in Mount Zion abode of Thy glory,
in Jerusalem city of Thy sanctuary, fulfilling the word of the

Psalms, “The Lord shall reign forever, thy God, O Zion,
through all generations. Hallelujah.”

Holy art Thou, awesome Thy name, and besides Thee there
1s no God. Yea, the prophet Isaiah declares,.“The Lord of
hosts 1s exalted in justice, the holy God hallowed in righteous-
ness.”” Blessed art Thou, Lord the holy King.

Thou hast chosen us from all peoples, loved us and favored
us. Thou hast singled us out from all other nations by sanc-
tifving us with Thy commandments and drawing us near,
O our King, for Thy service, and Thou hast called upon us
Thy great and holy name.
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312 CLOSING SERVICE

Lord our God, in love Thou hast given us (this Sabbath
day of rest and) this Day of Atonement, a day of pardoning
sin, a day of atoning, forgiveness and absolving of all our
sins. It is a day given in love for holy convocation, recalling

our going forth from Egypt.

Our God, God of our fathers, on (this Sabbath day of rest),
this Atonement Day, this day of pardoning sin, this day of
holy convocation, pardon our sins and blot out and remove
our transgressions from before Thine eyes, as Isaiah said of
Thee, “l, even I am He who blots out thy transgressions
for Mine own sake, and thy sins I will not remember. I
have blotted out thy transgressions as a cloud, thy sins as
mist. Return unto Me for I have redeemed thee.” And it
is said in Thy law, ‘“For on this day shall atonement be made
for you to cleanse you; from all your sins before the Lord

you shall be clean.”

Our God, God of our fathers, when Thy hand takes hold
of justice, make not an end of us. In punishment’s hour,
blot not our name from Thy book. When Thou comest to
searching correction, let Thy mercy forfend Thy just anger.

When Thou seest how poor arc our works, may Thy pitying
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313 CLOSING SERVICE

justice flow towards us. Our Father, when we cry unto Thee,
grant us deliverance at our entreaty, and turn back the cap-
tivity of Israel’s tents, for behold, his cities are desolate.
Remember Thy promise that witness shall ne’er be forgot
from the mouth of his seed. Unseal, then, that testimony and
give of Thy revelation in Thy teaching. May the great San-
hedrin meet again, inspired by Thy teaching. O God, give
heed to those who avow Thee, reject those who will not attest
Thee. Yea, restore unto strength those possessed by invincible

hope.

Our God, God of our fathers, may our prayer come before
Thee. Hide not Thyself from our entreaty. For we are
neither so shameless of face nor so hardened as to say before
Thee, Lord our God, God of our fathers, that we are all
righteous and none of us has sinned. Verily, we have sinned,

we and our fathers.

Of us all judged together as one we avow that we have been
guilty and have dealt falsely and dishonestly. We have spoken
evil and perverted the right. We have been vicious, arrogant
and violent. We have forged falsehood and lent evil counsel.
We have been false, scoffing, rebellious. We have been
impious and impatient of discipline. We have done wrong
and broken faith, and have been harsh and hard. We have
transgressed and yielded to corruption and that which is
vile. We have erred from Thy paths and in mocking led others
astray, turning aside from Thy loving commandments and
teachings, and it has profited us naught.

“But in all that comes upon us Thou art just. Thou hast
dealt with us in truth; it is we who have done evil.”
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314 CLOSING SERVICE

More than all other peoples we have transgressed,
Hence deep is our shame more than any
other nation.
Our joy has gone into exile;
Because of our sins our heart is faint.
Our longing is shattered,
‘The crown of our glory is ravished.
Our sanctuary is laid waste
Through our transgressions.
Our homeland lies desolate,
Its beauty is given to strangers,
Our strength is spent for others.

Yet withal we have not turned back from our erring way.
How, then, can we be so shameless and hardened as to say
before Thee, Lord our God, God of our fathers, that we are
righteous and have sinned not? Verily, we have sinned, we and
our fathers.

VIDDUI—-CONFESSION

Lord of the universe, seal our judgment for life. Grant
us, O God of eternity, life and peace. Seal the record of all
the children of the covenant with Thee for a life of blessing,
O God of life and King eternal. In the book of life may we
be remembered and inscribed among the cleansed and accepted,
-each of us recorded for life. This day seal our record for life,
O God, exalted and awesome, “for with Thee is the source
of life, in Thy light we shall see light.”

At this hour of closing the gates, O Thou of realms supernal,
“may the iniquity of Israel be sought for and it be no more,
and the sins of Judah and they be not found.” As the gates
-of heaven are closing, forgive Thou Israel’s iniquity, and cast
all their sin into the depths of the sea. To those here confessing
before Thee in this closing hour make known the way of life
and the fulness of joy before Thee. Mayest Thou be appeased
by those confessing before Thee at this time, for ‘“he who
confesses and renounces evil will find mercy.”
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315 CLOSING SERVICE

Of us all judged together as one we avow that we have
been guilty and have dealt falsely and dishonestly. We have
spoken evil and perverted the right. We have been vicious,
arrogant and violent. We have forged falsehood and lent evil
counsel. We have been false, scoffing, rebellious. We have
been impious and impatient of discipline. We have done
wrong and broken faith, and have been harsh and hard. We
have transgressed and yielded to corruption and that which
is vile. We have erred from Thy paths and in mocking led
others astray, turning aside from Thy loving commandments
and teachings, and it has profited us naught.

“But in all that comes upon us Thou art just. Thou hast
dealt with us in truth; it is we who have done evil.”

Before our eyes they have snatched the fruit of our toil;
it is wrested and stripped from us. Their yoke they have
put upon us; we have borne it on our shoulders. “‘Slaves have
lorded it over us, there is none to redeem from their hand.”
Though manifold troubles have enveloped us and we have
called on Thee, Lord our God, yet Thou hast stayed far from
us because of our iniquities, because we have turned from
following Thee, and because we have strayed like sheep and
have been lost. Withal, we have not turned back from our
erring way. How, then, can we be so shameiess and hardened
as to say before Thee, Lord our God, God of our fathers,
that we are all righteous and none of us has sinned. Verily,
we have sinned, we and our fathers.

Stlent confession

Of us all judged together as one we avow that we have

been guilty and have dealt falsely and dishonestly. We have
spoken evil and perverted the right. We have been vicious,

arrogant and violent. nWe have forged falsehood and lent

evil counsel. We have been false, scoffing, rebellious. We have
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316 CLOSING SERVICE

been impious and impatient of discipline. We have done wrong
and broken faith, and have been harsh and hard. We have
transgressed and yielded to corruption and that which is vile.
We have erred from Thy paths, and in mocking led others
astray, turning aside from Thy loving commandments and
teachings, and it has profited us naught.

“But in all that comes upon us Thou art just. Thou hast.
dealt with us in truth; it is we who have done evil.”

Before Thee all exalted what can we say?

Before Thee throned supernal what can we tell?
For Thou knowest what is hidden,

And that which is revealed.

What are we? What is our life? What our goodness? What
our strength? What our power? What can we say in Thy
presence, O Lord our God, God of our fathers? Are not the
mightiest as naught before Thee, men of renown as if they were
not, the wise as if without knowledge, the intelligent as if
lacking in understanding? For our doings are oft confusion,
and the days of our life as vanity before Thee. Even man’s
excelling the beast is naught, for all is vanity.

From tke beginning Thou hast distinguished man and given
him recognition that he might stand before Thee. But who
can say unto Thee, ‘“What doest Thou?” Even though virtue
be his, what can man confer on Thee? Thou, Lord our God,
in love hast given us (this Sabbath day of rest and) this Day
of Atonement, a day of holy convocation, a day of pardoning
sin, a day of atoning, forgiveness and absolving of all our sins,

F
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47 CLOSING SERVICE

that we may desist from our hurtful ways and turn back to
do the precepts of Thy will with perfect heart. O Thou n
Thine exceeding love, have mercy on us; for Thou dost
not desire the destruction of the world. Thy prophet Isaiah
exhorts us, “Seek ye the Lord when He may be found, call
upon Him when He is nigh. Let the wicked forsake his way,
and the man of iniquity his purposes; let him return unto
the Lord that He may have mercy on him, to our God, for
He is abundant in pardon.”

~ Yea, Thou God of pardon art gracious and compassionate,
long suffering, abundant in mercy and great in kindness,
and Thou desirest the return of the wicked. Thou hast no
pleasure in their death, even as Thou hast said to Thy prophet
Ezekiel, “‘Say unto them, as I live, saith the Lord God, I
have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the
wicked should turn from his way and live. Turn ye, turn ye,
from vour evil ways. Why would you die, O house of Israel?””
Yea, again Thou hast said by Thy prophet Ezekiel, “Have
I any pleasure in the death of the wicked, saith the Lord God?
Is it not rather that he should turn from his ways and live?”
And again Thy prophet declares, “For I have no pleasure
that he should die, saith the Lord God; therefore turn back
and live.” Yea, Thou dost pardon Israel and exonerate the

tribec of Jeshurun, and besides Thee we have none to forgive
and pardon us.

- Who is a God like unto Thee?

A rrayed in right B eyond compare

C reator of heaven and earth I welling in the heavens

E xalted, awesome F orgetting not Thy covenant
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318 CLOSING SERVICE

G lorious and majestic H elping the virtuous

1 n heaven throned J ustice declaring

K ing of kings L ovingly gracious
M oving with might N igh to those who call
O vercoming sin P ure of eyes

Q uelling oppression R edeeming and rescuing

S ustaining the falling T o our remnant showing pity

U ncovering the depths V ested in splendor

W ho is a God like unto Thee?

Yea, in the words of Thy prophet Micah, “Who is like unto
Thee, a God pardoning iniquity and passing over the trans-
gression of the remnant of His heritage, who holds not His
anger for ever, because He delights in mercy? He will again
have compassion upon us, He will overcome our iniquities,
yea, cast all our sins into the depths of the sea.” Cast all our
sins and all the sins of Thy people the house of Israel where
no more shall they be recalled nor remembered, nor burden
the heart. “Thou wilt show to Jacob the faithfulness, and to
Abraham the mercy, which Thou hast sworn to our fathers

from days of old.”

Our God, God of our fathers, on this (Sabbath day of rest
and) Day of Atonement, this day of pardoning sin, this day of
holy convocation, may there come before Thee the remembrance

of us and of our fathers, of Jerusalem Thy city, of the Messiah
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319 CLOSING SERVICE

son of David Thy servant, and of all Thy pcople of the house
of Israel. May this remembrance be presented to Thee and
favorably heard and accepted by Thee for our deliverance
and happiness, for tender grace and mercy. This day show
us Thy mercy and grant us redemption, Lord our God, remem-
ber us this day for good. Bethink Thyself of us this day for
blessing and preserve us for a life of happiness. With Thy
promise of redemption and mercy show us grace and com-
passion and have tender pity on us and save us. Qur eyes are
lifted towards Thee, because a merciful, gracious God and

divine King art Thou.

Our God, God of our fathers, reign over all the world in
Thy glory, and be supreme over all the earth in Thy splendor.
Shine forth in Thy brilliant, glorious power over all the in-
habitants of this Thy world, so that all that is made shall know
Thou hast made it, all that is formed understand Thou hast
formed it, and all that has breath of hte shall declare, “the
Lord God of Israel reigns and His rule has dominion over all.”
Sanctify us through Thy commandments, and ordain our por-
tion in Thy Torah. Content us with Thy goodness. Rejoice
- our soul with Thy redemption. Make our heart pure to serve
Thee in truth, for Thou, Lord God, art truth, and Thy word,
divine King, is eternally true and enduring. Blessed art Thou,
Lord, King who pardons and forgives our sins and the sins
of His people Israel, each year making our guilt pass away,
King over all the earth, who hallows (the Sabbath), Israel,
and the Day of Atonement.

Lord our God, look with favor on Thy people Israel and
on their prayer. Speedily restore worship to Thy Temple
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320 CLOSING SERVICE

in Zion, and with loving favor accept Isracl’s offerings and

prayer. May the worship of Thy people Israel evermore find

tavor with Thee.

In Thine exceeding love, again grant us grace and delight

in us, so that our eyes may witness Thy loving return to Zion.

Blessed art Thou, Lord who wilt cause Thy Shechinah to

return to Zion.

1We thank Thee who art .

the Lord our God to all
eternity and God of our
fathers. Thou art our Rock,
the Rock of our life and
Shield of our deliverance.
From generation to generation
may we thankfully acknow-
ledge Thee and recount Thy
praise, for our lives entrusted
to Thy hand, for our souls
in Thy care, for Thy wonders
ever with us, and for Thy
marvelous goodness towards
us at all times, morning,
noon and night. Thou art
good, Thy love never fails;
Thou art loving, Thy favors
never cease.

lasting have we set our hope
on Thee.

——

1 Tt is customary to bow here.

From ever- |

. The congregants bow and say
| in an undertone
i

We thank Thee who art the Lord
our God, the God of our fathers
and God of all flesh. Creator of the
whole universe, Thou art our

Creator. We bless and thank Thee

in Thy greatness and holiness,
because Thou hast given us life

and preserved us 1n life. Graciously

|
l
!
|
o !
| continue to keep us in life. Gather
!i our exiles to the courts of Thy
|
i Temple there to fulfil Thy com-
\ mandments, serving Thee and do-
l

For this we thank Thee, God
| blessed in all thanksgiving.

ing Thy will with a perfect heart.
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321 CLOSING SERVICE

For all this, divine Ruler, be Thou blessed and sublimely
exalted evermore, and may all living give thanks to Thee for
ever.

And seal all the children of Thy covenant for a life of
blessing.

May they ever in truth praise and bless Thy great name,
for Thou art good. God our salvation and our help for ever,
God of goodness, 'blessed art Thou, for goodness is Thy being,
and thankful praise beseems Thee.

The priestly blessing is given as on page 169. If no
‘Cohen be present to give it, the Reader says

Our God, God of our fathers, bless us with the threefold
blessing written in the Torah by Thy servant Moses, and
spoken by the mouth of Aaron and his descendants Thy
consecrated priests:—

“The Lord bless thee and keep thee.”
(May this be His will).

“The Lord make His countenance shine upon

thee, and be gracious unto thee.”
(May this be His will).

“The Lord lift up His countenance toward thee and

give thee peace.”
(May this be His will).

“When the priests set My name upon the children of Israel,
it is I who will bless them.”

Our Father, establish peace with weal and blessing, life
with grace and kindness, and righteousness with mercy among
us and all Israel Thy people. Bless us all alike with the light
of Thy presence. For in that light, Lord our God, Thou
didst give us the Torah with life, love and tenderness, righteous-
ness with mercy, blessing and peace. May it be good in Thine

eyes to bless Thy people Israel with enduring strength and
peace.

1 It is customary to bow here.
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322 CLOSING SERVICE

“You who cleave to the Lord your God are all of you living
this day.”

This day A ssemble us in happy gathering. Amen.
This day B less Thou us. Amen.
This day C ommand Thou life for us. Amen.
This day D eclare us cleansed. Amen.
This day E xalt our banner. Amen.
This day F avorably hear our prayer. Amen.
This day G rant us grace. Amen.
This_ day H onor Thou us. Amen.
This day I ncrease our strength. Amen.
This day J ustify our paths. Amen.
This day K eep us from weakness. Amen.
This day L. et us be sealed for life. Amen.

And may we and all Israel Thy people be remembered
and sealed before Thee in the book of life and blessing, peace

and prosperity, salvation, comfort and happy destiny, for a
good and peaceful life.

Blessed art Thou, Lord who blessest Thy people Israel
with peace. Amen.

The Reader recites Kaddish Lé'ela,

Recited standing

God, Sovereign enthroned in mercy, Thou dealest with
us tenderly, again pardoning the sins of Thy people even
though again they sin. Thou art ever ready to give pardon

I
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323 CLOSING SERVICE

to sinners and forgiveness to transgressors, acting in charity
towards all with breath of life, not requiting them according
to the evil they do. Thou, God, who hast taught us to repeat
the thirteen attributes of mercy, remember unto us this day

the covenant of those attributes, as Thou didst reveal them of
old to Moses the meek, in the words written in Thy Torah:

“And the Lord descended in the cloud and stood with
him there and proclaimed the name of the Lord. And the
Lord passed before him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the
Lord, God compassionate and gracious, 10ng—-suffermg and
abundant in mercy and truth, keeping mercy for thousands,
forgiving iniquity, transgression and sin, and absolving.””

“Pardon Thou our iniquity and sin, and take us for Thy
heritage.”

“For on this day shall atonement be made for you to cleanse
you; from all your sins before the Lord you shall be clean.”

Merciful God, remember unto us the covenant
with Abraham Thy beloved, for Thine infinite mercy.

Merciful God, remember unto us the covenant
with Isaac bound on the altar, for Thine infinite mercy.

Merciful God, remember unto us the covenant
with Jacob the perfected, for Thine infinite mercy.

Merciful God, remember unto us the merit of
Joseph the good, for Thine infinite mercy.

Merciful God, remember unto us the covenant
with Moses the prophet, for Thine infinite mercy.

Merciful God, remember unto us the covenant
with Aaron the priest, for Thine infinite mercy.

Merciful God, remember unto us the covenant
with Phineas the zealous, for Thine infinite mercy.
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324 CLOSING SERVICE

Merciful God, remember unto us the covenant
with David Thine anointed,
Merciful God, remember unto us the prayer of
Solomon the king, for Thine infinite mercy.
Merciful God, seal us in the book of life,

for Thine infinite mercy.
Merciful God, seal us in the book of mercy,

for Thine infinite mercy.
Mecrciful God, seal us in the book of the good,
for Thine infinite mercy.
Merciful God, seal us in the book of the
upright and innocer:t, Jor Thine infinite mercy.
Merciful God, seal us in the book of provision

and sustenance, Jor Thine infinite mercy.
Merciful God, let us not go empty from Thy |
presence, for Thine infinite mercy,
“And the Lord passed before him and proclaimed, ‘The
Lord, the Lord, God compassionate and gracious, long-suffering
and abundant in mercy and truth, keeping mercy for thou-
sands, forgiving iniquity, transgression and sin, and absolving.’ **
“Pardon Thou our iniquity and sin, and take us for Thy
heritage.”
“For on this day shall atonement be made for you to cleanse
you; from all your sins before the Lord you shall be clean.”

Supplication by ‘‘Shemaiah”
S till is Judah’s tribe oppressed and troubled.

“Shall the lion yet roar in the forest?”’
H ow our generations crave Thy saving strength,

“Poor and empty handed!”
E re we be scorned, arise to defend us;

“Wherefore, O Lord, dost Thou stay afar off?”
M ark Israel, Thy dove, at the gates of death.

“Thou who dwellest mid the cherubim,

shine forth,”

for Thine infinite mercy.
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325 CLLOSING SERVICE

A nd grant us relief from the foe.
“Is the hand of the Lord waxed short?”

Y ea, renew our days in this age-long exile;
“Awake, why sleepest Thou?”

A 1nd remember Thy children far from their land;
“May no stranger attack them.”

H aste for them in their ruin the destined end;
“Let Mount Zion rejoice, Judah’s
cities be glad.”

May our prayer ascend to Thee on high,
God omnipotent, enthroned in mercy.

Recited standing

Sovereign God, enthroned in mercy, Thou dealest with
us tenderly, again pardoning the sins of Thy people cven
though again they sin. Thou art ever ready to give pardon
to sinners and forgiveness to transgressors, acting in charity
towards all with breath of life, not requiting them according
to the evil they do. Thou, God, who hast taught us to repeat
the thirteen attributes of mercy, remember unto us this day
the covenant of those attributes, as Thou didst reveal them of
old to Moses the mecek, in the words written in Thy Torah:

“And the I.ord descended in the cloud and stood with him
there and proclaimed the name of the Lord. And the Lord
passed before Moses and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord,
God compassionate and gracious, long-suffering and abundant
in mercy and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving
iniquity, transgression and sin, and absolving.’ >’

“Pardon Thou our iniquity and our sin, and take us for
Thy heritage.”

““For on this day shall atonement be made for you to cleanse
you; from all your sins before the Lord you shall be clean.’’
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326 CLOSING SERVICE

Kaddish, recited in some conmgregations before the
sounding of the Shofar

Exalted and hallowed be God’s great name in this world

of His creation. Amen.

May His will be fulfilled by the revelation of His sovereignty
and the flowering of His salvation. Amen.

May He hasten the coming of His anointed Messiah in
your lifetime and in the life of the whole house of Israel,
speedily and soon; and say ye, Amen.

Be His great name blessed for ever, yea throughout
cternity.

The name of the most Holy One be blessed, praised and
honored, extolled and glorified, adored and supremely exalted

beyond the power of all blessings, hymns, praises and con-
solations of this world to express; and say ye, Amen.
Chanted responsively, while standing

HEear, O IsraeL, THE Lorp Is Our Gob,

THE L.orD Is ONE.

Blessed be His name and glorious sovereignty for ever

and ever.
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327 CLOSING SERVICE

“The Lord He 1s God, the Lord He is God.”
“'The Lord He is God, the Lord He is God.””
“The Lord He is God, the Lord He is God.”
“The Lord He is God, the Lord He is God.”
‘“ The Lord He is God, the Lord He is God.”
‘““ The Lord He is God, the Lord He is God.”

‘““ The Lord He is God, the Lord He is God.”

TEKIAH, SHEBARIM, TERUAH, TEKIAH

are sounded on the Shofar.  The Reader continues

May you be answered by Heaven in full response of loving:
mercy. May your imploring prayers be answered, your
entreaty accepted and your appeal heard with favor. May

the Lord our God open to you and to all Israel,
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328 CLOSING SERVICE

The gates of A cceptance The gates of B lessing

The gates of C ompassion The gates of D elight

The gates of E xultation The gates of F orgiveness

The gates of G oodness The gates of H ealing

The gates of I nnocence The gates of J ustice

The gates of K nowledge The gates of L ight

The gates of M ercy The gates of N ourishment

The gates of O rison The gates of P eace

The gates of QQ uietude The gates of R ejoicing

The gates of S alvation The gates of T orah

The gates of U nion The gates of V indication

The gates of W ellbeing The gzates of Y earning

The gates of Z eal.

May He remove from among you envy, contention and
hatred. May He fulfil for you the Biblical word, ‘“The Lord
God of your fathers multiply you a thousand fold and bless
you as He has promised you.” May He seal you for good in

the book of life. May this be His will, and let us say, Amen.

May the prayer and supplication of the whole house of
Israel be accepted before their Father in heaven, and say ye,

Amen.
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329 CLOSING SERVICE

May peace abundant descend from heaven, with life and
plenty, healing, solace, liberation, rescue and deliverance,
atonement and forgiveness, redemption and salvation, for
us and all God’s people Israel; and say ye, Amen.

May He who creates the harmony of the spheres, in His

tender love create peace for us and for all Israel; and say ye,
Amen.

In some congregations Teruah Gedolah is here sounded

on the Shofar

“No weapon formed against thee shall prosper, and every
tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt
condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord,
and their reward from Me. The Lord has spoken.

Let them come and declare His righteousness unto a people
yet to be born, for He has done it.

Go, eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy wine with a happy
heart, for God has now accepted thy works.”

The doors of the Ark are closed, and the two congre-
gants who have been standing on either side of the
Reader return to their seats

The daily evening service, lasting but a few minutes
and including the mourner’s Kaddish, is read immediately

The Habdalah is recited on wine and on the light,
but not on the spices. This Habdalah is repeated
in the home

It is customary at the close of the fast to recite the
blessing on the new moon (Daily Prayer Book, page
316) and to begin the construction of one’s Succah

In the prayers of the following morning, Psalm 85 1s

recited as the special Psalm of the day before the mour-

ner’s Kaddish, immediately after Kaddish Tithkabbal,

or on a Thursday after the return of the scroll of the
Torah to the Ark
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